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President Barrack Obama

"Progress in America has not come easily, but has resulted from the collective efforts
of generations. For centuries, African American men and women have persevered to
enrich our national life and bend the arc of history toward justice. From resolute
Revolutionary War soldiers fighting for liberty to the hardworking students of today
reaching for horizons their ancestors could only have imagined, African Americans
have strengthened our Nation by leading reforms, overcoming obstacles, and
breaking down barriers. During National African American History Month, we
celebrate the vast contributions of African Americans to our Nation's history and
identity.

This year's theme, "African Americans and the Civil War," invites us to reflect on 150
years since the start of the Civil War and on the patriots of a young country who
fought for the promises of justice and equality laid out by our forbearers.” Full text
of President Barack Obama’s Proclamation on African American History
Month 2011.

LEGACY OF STRUGGLE AND TRIUMPH



http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/February/20110201172113su9.075403e-03.html

Celebrating Black History Month Series — White House
The White House celebrates Black History Month 2011 by highlighting contributions

of African Americans whose work is helping to advance the President's goal of
“winning the future.”

Ursula Burns’ Path to Success in the Fortune 500

There are four African American chief executives in the ‘Fortune 500,’ Fortune
magazine’s ranking of the top U.S. companies. Among this small group of
trailblazers, Ursula Burns of Xerox Corporation has the distinction of being the only
black female to serve as the chief executive of a Fortune 500 company.

Black History Month Honors Legacy of Struggle and Triumph

Each February, Black History Month honors the struggles and triumphs of millions of
American citizens over the most devastating obstacles — slavery, prejudice, poverty
— as well as their contributions to cultural and political life.

NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICANS

Beyond Dr. King - This electronic book profiles less recognized African Americans of
importance, like Claudette Colvin (the 15 year old African American woman who
refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama bus months before Rosa
Parks did the same thing), Bishop Richard Allen, and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. Read
stories of African American achievement and check back on the first day of each
month to read new profiles of inspiring African Americans.

FUN FACTS

African Americans of the Senate - The role of African Americans in Senate history
is not limited to those who served in elected office. In fact, one of the earliest and
most enduring roles of African Americans in Senate history came with the
construction of the U.S. Capitol.

Facts for Features: Black History Month - Collections of statistics from the U.S.
Census Bureau's demographic and economic subject area intended to commemorate
Black History Month.

FACEBOOK COMPETITION, PRIZES FOR STUDENTS

Students are invited to name one American and provide a brief
sentence describing how or what he/she did to advance the cause
of African/Black Americans in the USA. They should post
responses on the U.S. Embassy Facebook (see Feb. 8 entry) and
BLACK H.ISTORY send their complete contact information, including e-mail
= MONTH address, mobile phone numbers and postal address to

o L BB irckualalumpur@state.gov to receive, while stocks last, a

S . complimentary publication, THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND
* THE LEGACY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ONLINE READING

EXPLORING
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recounts how African-American slaves and their descendants
N struggled to win — both in law and in practice — the civil rights
enjoyed by other Americans. It is a story of dignified persistence
and struggle, a story that produced great heroes and heroines, and
one that ultimately succeeded by forcing Americans to confront
squarely the shameful gap between their universal principles of
equality and justice and the inequality, injustice, and oppression
faced by millions of their fellow citizens.

PREE Free At Last - The U.S. Civil Rights Movement - This book

.
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Justice for All: The Legacy of Thurgood Marshall - Thurgood Marshall stands as
one of the great American heroes of the 20th century: He was the attorney who
ended legal segregation in the United States with his victory in the Brown v. Board of
Education case, and the U.S. Supreme Court justice who championed expanded
rights for every individual American -- minorities, women, and immigrants, among
many others.

PHOTO GALLERIES
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Visionaries: African Americans Tell Their Stories

The Life and Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.

The U.S. Civil Rights Movement

Black Economic Empowerment in America

Historically Black Colleges and Universities

Internet links provided in this publication are active as of February 17, 2011.

Article Alert is an electronic publication of the Lincoln Resource Center (LRC)
designed to keep you abreast of U.S. perspectives on domestic and global
affairs. Our librarians review periodicals, reports and other information
products available electronically to make them accessible to you at your
computer desktop. Items posted cover economics, international affairs,
media, education, and science and technology. Opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect U.S. Government perspectives except when indicated. If
you are not able to access the items listed in this publication you may
request print copies by contacting the staff of the Lincoln Resource Center at
the phone nhumbers and email below.

SPECIAL DATABASES TO RESPOND TO REFERENCE INQUIRIES
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The Lincoln Resource Center has access to several databases helpful in
responding to reference inquiries on information about the United States and
international affairs, and to access, electronically, current and past journal
articles. These include, among others, Congressional Directory, EbscoHost,
Proquest, Lexis-Nexis, Thomson Gale Power Search, and HeinOnline. For
reference inquiries, please call our librarians at telephone numbers 03-2168-
4821/5085/4822 /4996 or send e-mails to: IRCKualaLumpur@state.gov.

If you are interested in subscribing/unsubscribing to this information product,
please e-mail IRCKualaLumpur@state.gov.
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