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GOOD GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY, AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

 

In this issue of the Alert, the Lincoln Resource Center (LRC) of the U.S. Embassy in Kuala Lumpur is pleased to 
offer a select list of current online reports, documents and websites on good governance, transparency and 
accountability from top think-tanks and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  Full texts are available at 
your fingertips by clicking the links provided or by copying the URL address into your Internet browser. 

 

 
ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 

“The Dark Figure of Corruption” Claire Berlinski, Policy Review, June/July 2009, 11 pages. 
The author discusses the prominence of corruption on a global scale and the ambiguous 
nature of the act.  Personal experiences of living in politically and socially corrupt 
countries are recounted and correlation between the term and a number of crimes, 
including fraud, embezzlement and extortion are discussed.   
Full text currently available at: 
http://www.hoover.org/publications/policyreview/46491647.html 

 

 “Corruption and the Global Financial Crisis” Daniel Kaufmann, The Brookings Institution, 
January 27, 2009, 3 pages.  The author, an expert on governance and development, 
examines the role that corruption and influence have played in the global financial crisis, 
and suggests ways policymakers should address these issues in future regulation. 
Full text currently available at: 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/0127_corruption_kaufmann.aspx 
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ALERT is an electronic publication of the Lincoln Resource Center (LRC) designed to keep you abreast of U.S. 
perspectives on domestic and global affairs.  Our librarians sift through periodicals, reports and other 
significant information products available electronically to make them accessible to you at your fingertips via 
Internet-ready computers.  Items posted cover a range of topics, including economics, international affairs, 
media, education, and science and technology.  Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect U.S. 
Government perspectives except when indicated.  If you are not able to access the items listed in this 
publication you may request print copies. 
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 “Poverty and Corruption” Michael Johnston, Forbes, January 22, 2009, 4 pages. 
The author, a professor of political science at Colgate University in New York, examines 
the links between corruption and poverty, which affects both individuals and businesses, 
focusing on its dilemma and long-term impact.   
Full text currently available at: 
http://www.forbes.com/2009/01/22/corruption-poverty-development-biz-corruption09-
cx_mj_0122johnston.html 

 
 
 

“Government by Corruption” Minxin Pei,  Forbes, January 26, 2009, 4 pages. 
The most common cause of corruption is a combination of discretionary power and low 
accountability, both of which are imperative for the political survival of authoritarian 
regimes.  The author, an expert in the issue of democracy, discusses why corruption is a 
vital governing tool for authoritarian regime. 
Full text currently available at: 
http://www.forbes.com/2009/01/22/corruption-government-dictatorship-biz-
corruption09-cx_mp_0122pei.html 

 
 

 “2009 Global Corruption Barometer” Transparency International, June 2009, 40 pages.  
The report presents the main findings of a public opinion survey that explores the general 
public’s views of corruption, as well as experiences of bribery around the world.  It 
assesses the extent to which key institutions and public services are perceived to be 
corrupt, measures citizens’ views on government efforts to fight corruption.  This year, for 
the first time, the report includes questions about the level of state capture and people’s 
willingness to pay a premium for clean corporate behavior.   
Full text currently available at: 
http://www.transparency.org/content/download/43788/701097 [PDF format; 451 KB] 
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SPECIAL DATABASES TO RESPOND TO REFERENCE INQUIRIES 
 

The Lincoln Resource Center has access to several databases helpful in responding to reference inquiries 
on information about the United States and international affairs, and to access, electronically, current 
and past journal articles.  These include, among others, Congressional Directory, EbscoHost, Proquest, 
Lexis-Nexis, Thomson Gale Power Search, and HeinOnline.    For reference inquiries, please call our 
librarians at telephone numbers 03-2168- 4821/4996/4822//5085 or send e-mails to: lrckl@po.jaring.my 
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