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Anita Ghildyal serves as the Public Diplomacy Officer at the U.S. Embassy Kuala 

Lumpur. Her previous assignments include U.S. Embassy New Delhi, India (2007 -

2009), where she was Vice -Consul and Special Assistant to the Ambassador and U.S. 

Embassy Nouakchott, Mauritania (2005 ï 2007), where she served as the chief of 

both the Economic -Commercial and Consular sections.   

Prior to joining the Department of State, Anita worked for Maritz Inc. specializing in 

special events operations.  She travelled throughout the world managing client 

programs ranging from Formula One events to new product launches. Her client 

portfolio included General Motors, Microsoft, American Funds and Sanofi -Aventis.   

She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of Oklahoma.  She 

speaks Malay, French and Hindi.  Anita is a native of St. Louis, Missouri.  

Lincoln Corner Kuala Lumpur  

 
Anita Ghildyal Visits Lincoln 

Corner Kuala Lumpur  

 

U.S. Embassyôs new Public 

Diplomacy Officer Anita Ghildyal 

paid a courtesy call on the Kuala 

Lumpur (City) Library Adviser, Mr. 

Fong Ah Fook on September 

15.   She was impressed with the 

Kuala Lumpur Libraryôs elegant 

building and its many facilities, 

including several seminar rooms, 

an auditorium and a huge multi -

purpose gallery, in addition to two 

large floors of library collections, 

including the rich Americana 

collections held at the Lincoln 

Corner on the second floor.   Anita 

was then drawn into a lively 

discussion with Fong and Gerard 

about programming at the Lincoln 

Corner, including an event with a 

visiting U.S. astronaut.   She came away robustly enthusiastic in working with the Kuala Lumpur library 

and its staff to further enhance the Lincoln Cornerôs services to the public.  Among the innovative ideas 

was a suggestion to organize American ñgastronomicò programs which will feature U.S. recipes and its 

vast variety of foods that reflect Americaôs ñmelting potò culture. 

Meet Anita Ghildyal, Public Diplomacy Officer  

September - October 2010  

Anita Ghildyal, Fong Ah Fook and Gerard George at the Lincoln Corner in              
Kuala Lumpur   
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Lincoln Corner Sabah  
 

Lincoln Corner Sabah Features Public Talk on Afghanistan Presented by Scott Rauland, U.S. 

Embassy Counselor for Public Affairs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincoln Corner Sabah held a special public talk on September 3, 2010 featuring current issues 

entitled, ñAfghanistan: The Glass is Half Full.ò  The hour - long presentation led by U.S. Embassy Public 

Affairs Officer Scott M. Rauland and hosted by Joanna Kitingan, Deputy Director of the Sabah State 

Library,  was attended by about 50 people, including librarians, students, researchers from think 

tanks, high school students, an attorney, and media representatives, and concluded with a lively 

exchange of ideas with the audience.  Scott described U.S. efforts in Afghanistan with NATO and 

international partners and set in context Afghanistanôs historical, geographical, and demographic 

landscapes and U.S. and international military involvements in that country.   He also described how 

the cruel atrocities of the Taliban portrayed a very poor image of Islam in America and invited 

Malaysia and other Muslim countries to do their part to fill the glass that is ñhalf full.ò During the 

question and answer session which followed, a youth leader, inspired by the presentation asked Scott, 

ñHow can we help?ò  

In essence, Scott showed that the U.S. and international partners had stretched out one helping hand 

and were inviting Malaysia and other Muslim countries to offer the other and to fill the ñhalf fullò glass. 

This program was part of Scott Raulandôs ñoutreachò to Sabah and Sarawak September 1-3 with 

Lincoln Resource Center Director Gerard George.   Scott informed Sabah State Library Deputy Director 

Joanna Kitingan and Head of the City Library Yumeng Quek that he was pleased with the initiatives 

they and their staff had taken to promote  the Corner collection and its services.   He was particularly 

impressed to see so many high school students in Sabah not only using the Corner but also 

participating actively in its speaker programs and asking important questions about current affairs.  

  

PAO Scott Rauland,  and IRC Director Gerard George pose with a section of the audience who also attended 
his presentation  
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 Lincoln Corner Sarawak  
 

Lincoln Corner Sarawak Celebrates Ramadan  

 

 

In celebration of Ramadan and Eid ul -Fitr Lincoln Corner Sarawak organized a book display, a poster 

exhibition and a video screening featuring ñMuslim Life in Americaò.  About 500 high school and 

university students viewed the exhibition and participated in an interactive quiz after searching for 

interesting facts about Muslims in America from the resources available at the Corner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University Students viewing ñMuslim Life in Americaò video  
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Lincoln Corner Penang  
 

Lincoln Corner Penang Attracts New Visitors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ñnew kid on the block,ò Penang, has joined the network of Lincoln Corners in aggressively 

attracting visitors, especially young adults.  For example, on  July 18,  a special introductory session 

for students from Sekolah Kebangsaan Pangkalan Jaya Tasek Gelugor included a story telling using 

American books and then participated in a quiz about America in which students had to identify U.S. 

states and other geographical facts based on U.S. maps.   

 

Furthermore, on every Sunday afternoon in August, the Lincoln Corner screened movies, attended 

by about 20 young children.  Parents found their children rushing to take seats to observe the 

following American titles being screened: Space Buddies, Looney Tunes, Bed Time Stories, Tom and 

Jerry, and Popeye the Sailor Man.  Also in August, about fifty young teachers in training visited the 

Lincoln Corner in Penang, explored the collection and signed up for membership to borrow American 

titles from the collection.  

Students researching facts for a quiz using U.S. maps  Young teachers in training pose in front of the Corner  
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Lincoln Corner Kedah  
 

 òSpecialò American Visitors Thrill Special Education Primary School   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On SOn September 28: Lincoln Corner Kedah organized 

a half day fun -  filled activity at a branch library in 

Sungai Petani for 60 students and 30 teachers from 

Special Education Primary School.  The participants 

were thrilled with the program which included a video 

screening of ñSesame Streetò, coloring contests and 

special appearances of American cartoon characters and 

heroes.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants with American cartoons characters and heroes  

Participants diligently participating in Elmo & Cookie 
Monster coloring contests  

Superman helps participants to paint  
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Lincoln Corner Kedah  
 

Students of Sungai Petani óspray-paintô Their Thoughts at  International Day of Peace 

Event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
On September 25, Lincoln Corner Kedah  

organized a fun filled half -day program to 

commemorate the International Day of Peace 

with over sixty students, teachers and 

librarians participating from around Sungai 

Petani.   Led by Lincoln Resource Center 

Librarian the activities ranged from discussions 

on this yearôs theme ñYouth, Peace and 

Developmentò which highlighted the 

importance of peace and how the students can 

make a difference in their school , the 

screening of the International Day of Peace 

2010 Promotional Video , and brainstorming 

activities about International Peace Day.  Peace 

quotes by prominent U.S. leaders were 

highlighted and discussed during group 

activities which included Martin Luther King Jr, 

ñPeace is not merely a distant goal that we 

seek, but a means by which we arrive at the 

goalò;   Benjamin Franklin, ñThere is never a 

good war or a bad peaceò and Abraham 

Lincoln, ñPeace will come to stayò.   

more  

Participants showcasing their colorful ñPeace Wallò.  

Group brainstorming on ñGlobal Peaceò 

Teachers and students join to ñsprayò their thoughts on peace 

http://usembassymalaysia.org.my/lincoln/Kedah.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZjbzYi8d5U&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZjbzYi8d5U&feature=related
http://malaysia.usembassy.gov/lckedah_peace102910.html

